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Important Dates 

• September 3 to 5 – Debbe Edwards realistic animals carving class at the Community of Christ Church  

• September 6 – Club picnic at 9:30 at Bennet Springs Shelter House B   

• September 15 – Premeeting class at 4:00, Sue Eckmann lighthouse at the Community Christian Church 

• September 15 – Club meeting at 7:00 at the Community Christian Church 

• September 26 &27 – Hillbilly Fair at the Laurie Park 

• September 27 – Eldon Turkey Festival 
 

President’s Statement 
After being in Alaska for two weeks, it has taken me a few days to get in the swing of things.  By the way, if you ever get 
a chance to go to Alaska, do it.  I want to thank Pam Karl for all the work she has done getting the project finished and 
selling raffle tickets.  For those that don’t know she has gone to the last couple of Hot Summer Nights on the strip and 
sold tickets as well.  We have a picnic coming up.  Be sure to let Pam Karl know if you are going so we have enough food.  
Also, if you would like to have chicken instead of pork steak, let her know by September 3rd.  You can text her at 573 692 
4274.  I hope to see everyone there.  The picnics are always a wonderful time with good food and good friends. 
John 
 

Meeting Notes 
The meeting began at 7:04pm.  There were no new members or guests. 
 

Gary Fenton, a guest last month shared his talents by donating several lighthouse cutouts for the Club.  After they are 
completed, they will light up.  Sue Eckman will teach a class on carving a lighthouse at the next meeting. 
 

The minutes were approved. 
 

The Treasurer’s report was given.  In June, the end of month balance was $4,771.37 and the balance for July was 
$4,842.78.  We had an auction in July and did not have any minutes or treasures report. 
 

Karen Ray won the 50/50 drawing. 
 

Rick Hartwig won the door prize, and it was a carving glove. 
 

Doug Bibles stated there were six applications for the Show and we need more entries to have the show. Doug stated 
this is his last year for the show.  He has done it for 10 years and that’s enough.  So be thinking about it. 
 

Tom Lease showed the little Santa they will be carving in the beginner’s class. 
 

Mark Sturgis told about a power carving class he will be teaching in the future. 
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September 6th is the date for the fall picnic.  It will start at 9:30 am at Bennet Springs Shelter House B.  Pork steak and 
chicken (only for those who don’t want pork) will be served around 12:00.  Please bring your tableware, something to 
drink and a covered dish or dessert. 
 

Janice Riner reminded us about the Club dinner on September 26th at Lil Rizzos at 6:00. 
 

We need someone to get the carvings at the Lake Arts Council at the end of August.  Doug Bibles and Lauren Woodard 
will organize the effort.  The Lake Arts Council is also looking for Artist of the Month.  John Heather will have the 
paperwork. 
 

The Club would like to sell wood at the meetings, but they will need to know what size, etc.  There is a list at the front 
table to indicate what sizes the club should provide. 
 

The Hillbilly Fair is coming up on September 26th in the evening and all day on September 27th.  Please try to attend 
even if it’s for a few hours. 
 

Mary May stated she is willing to host weekly carving classes.  If anyone is interested let her know. 
 

It was brought to our attention that the air conditioning went out on the church where the classes  and seminars are 
held.  John Heather, Jerry Middleton, and Pam Karl will be a committee looking into solving the problem. 
 

The Club will demonstrate carving at the Camdenton Library on November 6th from 9:00 to 11:00 AM.  We need several 
members to come and help demonstrate.  This is an annual event, and we usually go out and eat lunch afterwards.  
 

Home Schoolers are interested in a carving class on or around October 24th.  Nothing is settled currently.  There will be 
fifteen students, aged 12 to 14 years old.  Several adults will be with them.  It will be during the day with Barry Gentile, 
Fran Marsh, and Tom Lease volunteering to help.  More helpers are needed.  Please let John Heather know if you can 
help.  We would like two to three students per helper.  The event will take place at the Community of Christ Church in 
Camdenton.   
 

Wayne Laramore is giving a class on March 11, 12, 13 in 2026. He’s charging $160.00 and is an excellent caricature 
carver.  Look him up on his website. 
 

Doug Bibles stated the Osage Beach Police Departments is wanting someone to carve a badge emblem approximately 
2ft. x 1 ft. for display.  Doug showed a copy of the emblem they want.  He plans to give them a bid.  If anyone else is 
interested, give Doug a call and get the details from him.  John Heather volunteered to do the initial woodworking 
required for the blank. 
 

Steve Hofsetter suggested The Idiots Club should be the charity chosen for the proceeds from our club project.  They 
have assisted many children in the area, whether needing shoes, school books, etc.  Doug Bibles and Terry Wells made 
the motion to accept, and the motion carried. 
 

Jim Miles donated $25.00 from his prize money from the Ozark Empire Fair to the Club.  Be sure to thank him. 
 

There is one “Hot Summer Nights” left on September 12th at 4:30.  The site we use is in front of Stuarts Restaurant. On 
the first night $30 worth of raffle tickets was sold and $69.00 on the second night.  Please come and help us sell tickets 
and demonstrate carving. 
 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:00pm.   
 
Club History 
The Lake Arts Council has asked us for information on our history.  I thought everyone might be interested in what we 
wrote.   
 

The Lake of the Ozarks Woodcarvers Club began in the early 1980s with just a few woodcarvers.  It was formalized in 
1984.  The first meeting was at a restaurant called the Utter End and had 18 members.  Currently the club has 78 
members. The club contains carvers of all ages from beginners to professional carvers.  Several of the carvers are 
instructors and have won awards for their work.  Woodcarvers are always willing to teach or help anyone interested in 
pursuing this art form.  The club offers weekly carvings at several areas around the lake, monthly meetings and classes in 
Camdenton, and hosts several seminars annually to members and non-members. Twice a year, the club offers a 
beginner’s class where they provide the wood, tools, and instruction making it easy and inexpensive to get started.   



 

Door Prize Providers 2025 
September        Sharon Williams 
October             DeVonna Kopp 
November         John Heather 

 

Refreshment Providers 2025 
September          Renee Barr, Tom Lease, Janice Riner 
October DeVonna Kopp, Pam Karl, Terry Wells 
 

Open Carving 
There is an open carving on Tuesdays 9:00 to 11:30 at the Senior Center in Osage Beach and Wednesdays 8:15 to 11:15 
at the Peggy Summer Library on Jefferson Street, in Lebanon, MO.  The Laurie group is carving at the Senior Center on O 
Road on Wednesdays from 12:00 to 3:00.  The Camdenton group is carving at the Senior Center on Thursdays from 9:00 
to 11:30.   
 

Club Meetings 
Club meetings are the third Monday of the month at 7:00 PM at the Community Christian Church 1064 N Business 5, 
Camdenton.  The church is located on North Business Route 5 near Casey’s. 
  

Raffle Project 
Our chess set won a red ribbon at the Empire State Fair.  We are very close to having both sets done.  Thanks to every-
one who contributed to the project. 
 

Library Committee 
The library is a great resource.  Check it out.  Members who have checked out materials from the library are asked to  
return items after a 2-month period.  Items can be renewed.  There are some books that are missing.  Please check to 
see if you have one of the club’s books that is overdue. 
 

Jocularity  

• My neighbor just yelled at her kids so loud that even I brushed my teeth and went to bed. 

• By replacing your morning coffee with green tea, you can lose up to 87% of what little joy you still have left in your 
life. 

• It’s so hot, I saw a bird blow on a worm before it ate it. 

• I’m bored.  Let’s go to Walmart and superglue coins to the floor and count how many people try to pick them up. 

• I learn from the mistakes of people who took my advice. 

• My wife says I can be an idiot sometimes.  Pretty cool of her to give me permission like that. 

• Caution, when someone tells you to get a grip, apparently, around their neck is not what they meant. 

• In general, I don’t believe in child labor, but sometimes, they’re the only ones who can figure out what’s wrong with 
my computer. 

• I don’t trust coffee that requires more than ten words to order. 
 

Pre-meeting Classes 
The premeeting class for September will be Sue Eckmann doing a lighthouse. 
 

Seminars 
Our seminars are open to all woodcarvers.  Unless otherwise stated, they will be held at the Community of Christ 
Church, 42 Sunset Dr, Camdenton (behind Hulett Chevrolet).  If you have seminar information that you want to share or 
need more information about the upcoming seminars, please contact Loren Woodard at 573-480-2003.  All members 
are welcome to stop by during seminars to check them out and buy blanks.   
 
 

Date Seminar Cost Location 

September 3 to 5 Debbe Edwards – realistic animals $170 + blank Community of Christ Church 

September 23 to 25 Mark Sturgis – Power Carving, Class 1 $120 w/ blank 27 Cove Rd. Rock Mount 

September 30 to 
October 2 

Mark Sturgis – Power Carving, Class 2 $120 w/ blank 27 Cove Rd. Rock Mount 



October 29 to 31 Roger Stegall - Caricatures $185 + blank Community of Christ Church 

November 3 Chris Willock – Wood Spirit $60.00 w/ blank Community of Christ Church 

November 12 to 15 Fred & Elaine Stenmen - Relief Carving $180 + blank Community of Christ Church 

December 10 to 12 Loren Woodard - Santa & Ornaments $120 + blanks Community of Christ Church 

December 17 to 19 Doug Bibles - Painting $120  Community of Christ Church 
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